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heatable separating member which in one embodiment is one of two adhesive beads. Upon heating 
by electrical energy or radiation (high frequency, microwave or infrared), the heatable separating 
member is destroyed at a temperature at which the other adhesive bead is not damaged. Burkart 
et al. does not disclose a single adhesive bead. 

Gofuku et al. discloses the separation of adhesive bonded substrates. Separation entails 
irradiation of the adhesive using an energy beam which is transmitted through one of the 
substrates and is absorbed into the adhesive. In particular, the separating glass substrates are 
liquid crystal devices but could be applied to other substrates. The energy beam is an ultraviolet 
laser, but other lasers and other energy beams may be used. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to apply the Burkart et al. separation to one adhesive bead, as taught by Gofuku et al. because it 
is merely a variation on a substrate adhesive structure. Additionally, one of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to use Gofuku et al. for vehicle windows because it is not limited to 
substrates which are attached by a Burkart et al. type adhesive, that is, a heatable separating 
member, but rather applicable to substrates which are attached by a single homogeneous adhesive 
bead. These are used almost exclusively in the automobile industry (applicant's specification). The 
teaching by Gofuku that his method is applicable to bonded substrates other than liquid crystal 
displays and to many adhesives used by Burkart et al. to bond vehicle windows, would have 
provided one of ordinary skill in the art with a reasonable expectation of success in applying the 
Gofuku process to vehicle windows. 
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Response to Appeal Arguments 



4. 



Applicant's arguments are moot in view of the new rejection. 



Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to M. Alexandra Elve whose telephone number is (703) 308-0092. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday to Friday from 6:30 AM to 3:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Dunn, can be reached on (703) 308-33 18. The fax number for non-after finals is 
703-872-9310 and for after finals is 703-872-931 1. 

Any inquiry of general nature to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661 . 



May 19, 2002. 




M. ALEXANDRA ELVE 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



